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START ITT-LIKE SCHOOLS
IN HUMANITIES ALSO

Intensive coaching by private
institutes for the joint entrance
exam (JEE) to the II'Ts is
leaving students fatigued
evenafter they get admission
to the premier institutes,
director of IT Guwahati,
Gautam Barua, tells
Naresh Mitra. Excerpts:

FOR THE RECORD

Do you agree with N B Narayvana
Murthy's comment that the quali-
tv of students entering MTs is
poor?
w1 don't agree with the comment that
NTstudents are not good. T don't fully
agree with what Narayana Murthy
said. The issue really ishowthe obses-
sion with ocoaching 1s affecting the
students entering IT7Ts.
How is the coaching culture affect-
ingstudents?
m [t makesits impactonstudents after
their selection. On entering the 1ITs
after undergoing excessive coaching,
thestudent=are almost burnt-out and
mentally fatigued. Then the 11Ts for
them become a place to relax. Coach-
ing is the primary reason that affects
the performance of students. A mind-
set has been created thatif they (stu-
dents) do not opt for coaching, they
may not have the chance to get ad-
mission to the IITs. That is why
there is such a big business in ;"I
coaching. i
IIT has a brand value. Par- | ",
ents and students want to enter
IIT without thinking what they
will do. So after they graduate |
fromthe IITs, many of them don’t |
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go for engineering jobs; they rather
go for the finance secton manage-
mentor dojobswhichhavenoconnec-
tion with engineering. We have seen
that about half of the students from
IITs are really not interested in engi-
Neering.

Isn't that undermining the excel-
lent engineering education im-
parted by the institution?

m It is time for the government to cre-
ate ITT-like institutions in the field of
humanities. Let there be IITlike in-
stitutions in economics, philosophy
and other fields of humanities, with
ITlike campuses and branding.
Then it will no longer be necessary
for students to get admitted to 1ITs
and later join non-engineering jobs.
Does coaching by private inst-
tutes make entry into the I1Ts eas-
ier?

BT coaching is anindustry now, But
it doesn't matter to

us when it comes
to student ad-
missions.
Even if there

are no coaching centres, the ITTs will
fill up their seats with students.
Is there a move to make changes in
the selection process of T1Ts?
m Yes, the government and the 1IT
council discussed the issues of theen-
trance examination and coaching in-
stitutes in September It was decided
to change the admission process
where the current JEE will be re-
placed by the school boardresults and
resultsof an aptitudetest. Since there
are 30 school boards in the country, a
commen method of standardized
board results has to bedecided upon.
The method proposed by the council
is to 1se the percentile ranks of stu-
dentzs. There is little arithmetic in
this. In thiz method, the absclute
marks will be decided as the rank of
the student in his‘her board along
with the size of the board (ie., num-
ber of students taking the examin-
ation in the science stream in the
board ).
Will this method reduce the stu-
dents’ over-dependence on coach-
ing?
m Once this scheme is in place, the
coaching part will be part of the
board exams. So, with this method,
school education becomes very im-
portant. I think it will be fine for
schools to prepare students for the
IIT=.
Has the ITT brand changed or lost
its sheen in recent vears?
® Two decades bacl, the IIT as a
brand solely depended on quality
BTech students. Today more than
half of all the students in the ITTs are
in post-graduate courses. %o in the
st century, the IIT is
in the process of build-
ing its brand through

1 o research and dewvelop-

.."‘" ment, rather than

through BTech output.
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THE ANSWER to whether the
. standard of 1IT students s
_regressing can be found if you
all are prepared to travel 25,000
years in the past. This was the
period when we — the Homo
Saplenslost our nearest com-
petitor ~ the Neanderthals.

Arguably, one of the key
attributes which distinguished
us from Neanderthals Is intelli-
gence. But what [s Intelligence?
Most evolutlonary blologists
agree that it was our cognitive
superiority — our ability to
question and accomplish com-
plex tasks, our desire to create
and our willingness to travel to
undiscovered frontlers which
led to our survival.

As things stand, humans are
the only specles to have derived
the speed of light, mapped
genome and sent fellow beings
to the moon. And as Stephen
Hawking Indlcates, colonising
the space — our and other
specles’ enly hope to continue
to survive — Is only possible if
humans continue to evolve on
the path of intelligence.

When Indla decided to build
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> by Ashish
Jaiswal

1ITs as ‘Institutions of national
importance’, | am assuming It
thought of a place where the
most Intelligent of its cltizens
enter and most Intelligent of its
scientists and engineers -
emerge, But how does India
measure that It Is sending the
most Intelligent to the IITs? Or to
put It In the words of Gould
(1981), does It measure our men
Justly? Ironically, the gatekeep-
ers of lITs have falled to keep
pace with the atlvancement In
our understanding of Intelli-
gence. The HT-JEE which selects
10,000 odd out of the 5, 00,000
Interested — seems stuck in the
early 20th century when con-
cepts like multipie Intelligence

(Gardner, 1983) were absent
and the over-rellance on psy-
chometric tests to measure
intelligence was rife.

Today we understand intelll-
gence to comprise emotional
and saclal Intelligence,

abstract thinking, cre-
ativity and atl those
attributes which pre-
vented our extinc-
tion. Incidentally, in
the purely objective
type JEE therelsno
mechanism to meas-
ure multi-dimen-
slonal Intelligence. This
can probably explain why
people such as Dr Ramakrish-
nan, the 2009 Nobel Laureate
falled to clear It. One can clear
the JEE without ever listening to
Mozart, reading Kafka or
exploring the connection
between Fibonaccl and Plrigla.
The opportunity to do all this at

promoting rote
learning at the
“expense of
‘thinking "

secondary school Is also

snatched away by the time one -

spends to clear the IIT entrance.
The JEE’s unidimensional nature
has given birth to a peculiar
beast — IIT coaching centres. A
beast which can achleve
the unimaginable feat
ofturning humans
back to apestThis s
the beast which
promotes rote
learning as sup-
posed to critical
thinking. it works to
prevent you from
travelling to unknown
territories or asking
- novel questions. The beast
doesn’t appreclate the Impor-
tance of carving novel paths.
Hence, It never encountered a
Steve Jobs. It provides set for-
mutas and trivialises complexity.
ItIs simllar to the training of

B !:hlmpanzees such as Sheba and
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Kanzi — who through years of
trainlng were able to perform
complex tasks. But In reality
these were simple tricks which
were taught through repetitive
learning. This can also explain
why more students score higher
than thelr predecessors inthe
JEE without any difference In

. Intelligence —the Flynn effect.

Beware, as this beast has
extended its arms to engulf
even 10 year-olds who are now
glven this regressive mantra —
question you perish and ape
you thrive — something that
has been beautifully high-
lighted In Frrench playright
Lonesco’s The Lesson. | can
elaborate on the play’s theme
but following the spirit of this
article will make you venture
Into the unknown.

The writer Is assoclate fellow,

Oxford Centre for Higher
_ Education Policy Studles
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Undergraduate students
‘baftled by IIM-I notice

Hemali Chhapla | Tnn

Mumbai: The ambitious
five-year integrated pro-
gramme offered by the Indi-
an Institute of Management-
Indore has left its takers as-
tonished. After being
selected to the first-ever pro-
gramme that opens doors to
an ITM after high school, the
institute has said that all
those selected will have to
pursue a graduation degree
ontheside,
Thishasleftthemall wor-
ried about the standing of
the IIM-I's course. The letter
sent out by the institute di-
rector N Ravichadran, to
those who've been picked to
join the programme, states,
“Pursuing a degree in the
first three years by distance

education mede while they
are on the IIM Indore cam-
pus is a reality.” This has left
candidates and their parents
equally rattled. Doing their
bit, [IM-1 is also in talks with
Indian and international
universities who would join
hands with it to jointly offer
thiscourse.

The five-year residential
Integrated Programme in
Management was initially
designed in such a way that
students could drop out after
the degree course. But the
HRD ministry nixed that
planby disallowing the insti-
tute to modify its governing
Societies Act, which states
that the ITMs are postgradu-
ate schools. So, the exit route
after three years was closed.

The course was touted to

be a rigorous one, designed
to be a mix of essential skill
subjects — maths and statis-
tics, history, literature and
political science, biological
sciences, languages, finance
and accounting, economics
and information technology

Now,students willhaveto
pursue a graduation degree
onthesidetoo. “Thedecision
was taken after we realised
that Indians are obsessed by
the idea of a degree,” said a
faculty IIM-Indore officials
wereinundated withqueries
fromparents about the valid-
ity of this five-year course
that does not give adegree to
their wards, forcing the IIM-I
director toclarify that the in-
stitute “is not empowered to
givedegree for any academic
programme”.
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HT Techfest
o begin in
Pune

indian Institute of
Technslogy (HT)
Mumbai’s annual
science and fechnology
festival, Techfest, will
kick off from Pune this
year an Saturday. The
event begins with a
national guiz
competition. Prize
money of Rsl lakh is at
stake. The guiz staris
at 11 am at the College
of Engineering, Pune.
Any studentof a
registered institute
from standard iX
anwards can
participate.
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CBSE pilot project online

MehaPushiarsa [ Tas

New Delhi: After being directed by
the HRD ministry to conduct a pilot
project to check the feasibility of Na-
tional Academic Depository (NAD),
CHBSE iz ready with the results. And
going by the looks of it, they are posi-
tive about it. They have put up the re-
sults of thisyear's Class X1 Board ex-
am and Central Teacher Eligibility
Test on the NAD portal, which will be
functional for three momths initially
MAD 15 4 mimistry miative, 1n-
tended to serve as an online database
of all marks, certificates and degrees
awarded by achools, education boards
and universities to check forgery dur-
ing admissions and for the verifica-
tion of academic qualification during

recruitment. “*MAD will enable vari-
ous agencies (academic institutions,
prospective emplovers, background-
checkers) to verify online if any de-
gree has been issued by the mnstitu-
tion.” stateda CBSE official inacircu-
lar sent to all schools and state
education departments earlier this
weel, According to the circular, this
project will be functional for three
months, after which the ministry will
award the final contract for develop-
ment of NAT.

Omnee the MAD Bill is passad by the
parliament, all educational institu-
tions and universities are likely to be
part of it. Withmany cases of fakecer-
tificates emerging during admissions
muniversities, ministry officialssaid
suchan interface shall providea cure.
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First robotic liver
surgery in country

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: For the first time
in India, a robot has been used
successfully for lwer trans-
plant. Doctors at Aedanta
Medicity Hospital in Gurgaon
have performed the robotic
surgery totale outa porticnof
the liver of the donor to be
fransplanted in a four-year-
old child suffering from liver
CANCET,

The Da-Vinei robot was
used by the doctors on Rahma-

said Nealam Mohan, director
of pediatric gastroenterology
His parents, pharmacist
Mohd., Fakir Hussain and
Mehe Zabin, originally from
Karnataka, could not afford
the surgery in Muscat and de-
cided to come to India. An
armount of aboutRs15lakhwas
raised through charity By
then, #iad had developed can-
cer in his liver and the whole
liver needed to be removed. But
the blood group of Fad's par-
ents differed from his, and so

tullah, 38, who donat-
ed 20% of his liver to
his nephew Fad, who
was suffering from a
rare genetic disorder
lrading to cancer in
his liver. According to
doctors, it iz the third
such surgery in the
world.

“Robotic  surgery
15 usually performed
for other operations

lile kidney heart and BOMNDIMG: Rehmatullzh {rightdonated 20%
gvnaecological oper- ofhisliver to his nephew Ziad

ations. But its use in
this liver transplant not only
increased the precision but en-
cowraged the donor by reduc-
ng surgery-related troubles,”
said A S Soin, chairman of the
Medanta Liver Institate who
led the team of surgecns,

Thechild, wholives in Mus-
cat, the capital of Oman, with
hisparents, suffered from tyo.
sinemia, a disease where the
Itver 1s unable to digest pro-
trins,

“Evert when Ziad devel.
oped riclkets at the age of two,
which isasymptom of thisdis-
ease, the doctors were not able
to diagnose s condifion,”

his uncle Rahmatullah came
forwrand.

“Thedonor in a liver trans-
plant undergoes the surgery
anly for saving some one's life,
A robotic surgery encouraged
hi=unele for the donation as it
has greater precision and a
mere three-tofour-inch scar™
said Soin.

The cost of a robotic sur-
pery for the donor is now near-
v B= 75,000 to B0,000 more than
anormal donor surgery:

And for Fiad, 1t's nothing
less than a blessing, “It iz an-
other life for Ziad™ a relieved
Mehe Zabinsaid,
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